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The main findings

• An indicator based on data of marine litter collected in trawls during fish 
stock surveys is proposed, however except for pilot studies, there is 
currently no monitoring conducted in shallow areas, nor in areas north of 
the northern Baltic Proper. 

• Indicator concept is the amounts of litter (unit: items per km2 seafloor) in 
different categories of litter items (plastic, glass/ceramics, metals, natural 
products, rubber and miscellaneous).

• Number of litter items recovered in trawls is only an indication of the true 
amount of litter on the seafloor.

• It is not possible to determine temporal changes of seafloor litter, since no 
Baltic-wide assessment of the data collected in trawl tows has been done 
yet. 

• It is proposed the temporal trends of litter amount would serve as an 
interim proxies for evaluating progress towards GES.



The main findings

• An assessment protocol has not yet been developed for the HELCOM 
area due to some reasons, e.g:

• Some information on sources of litter may also be given by the current 
protocols, although the details of item categories are not as precise as for 
beach litter monitoring.

• Another problem is the use of different item category lists by different 
countries. The suggested list of items has been changed a number of times 
since the start of litter monitoring in the IBTS and BITS programmes.

• The monitoring of seafloor litter is required to close the loop of 
marine litter monitoring in the aquatic environment.
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